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 INSIDE TRACK 

CENLA REGION SCCA

   SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA

 NOVEMBER  2005

        www.cenla-scca.org

SPECIAL CHARITY AUTOCROSS 

– SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20th

LA State Police EVO Center, Zachary, LA

Profits and donations will be split evenly between the Capital Area United Way (benefiting agencies serving the greater Baton Rouge area) and the Hurricane Relief Fund of the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (beneficiary of Delta Region SCCA’s charity events). 

Chairmen: 


Mike Blazek  (225)-603-3528

Ryan Pope    (225)-272-1591

Schedule:

6:00 a.m. – Start Course Setup 

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Tech 

9:45 a.m. – Novice walk through 

10:00 a.m. – Driver’s Meeting 

10:30 a.m. – First car out

Entry Fee:  $20 SCCA Members

                   $25 non-SCCA Members 

Any licensed driver may participate, and prospective participants are welcome to watch.

MORE CENLA EVENT INFO: 

Directions to LA State Police EVO Center, Zachary, LA: Go north from downtown Baton Rouge on I-110 NORTH to the last exit (8b) about 8 miles from I-10.  Turn right at Exit 8b onto US 61 NORTH toward St. Francisville.  Go approximately 5.5 miles to FERRO Chemical at the corner of US 61 and West Irene Rd.  You should see cones and an SCCA sign at this intersection.   Turn left on West Irene Rd and proceed to the end (about 3 miles) to the EVO center on the right.  

R.E. REPORT: John Rogers Smith 

50 YEARS OF CENLA ACTION 

October 2005 was the 50th Anniversary of the Central Louisiana Region of SCCA.  We have had more action, including the first SCCA road races in Louisiana in many years and two hurricanes, in the last few months than I can describe.  Covering all of the important events over 50 years is impossible.  Nevertheless, see the rest of the newsletter for recent and upcoming highlights.  

Charlie Nix is a current member who was one of the founding members in 1955.  Gayle and I have only been participating in CENLA events since the 1980’s when we were Delta members.  So, you’ll have to ask Charlie about those early days.  Dick Prestridge is another member from the 50’s.  If you keep your old newsletters, there were a series of articles in 2002 on the club’s history and some of the long-time members.  

ELECTIONS

Tuesday, Nov. 1 is our regularly scheduled General Membership Meeting.  At this meeting, we’ll be voting on the Officers and Board Members for the Club.  Your voice in selecting the leaders of the club for next year is important, please participate.  

Currently, the nominees for officers are Greg Wiley (R.E.), John Smith (Asst. R.E.), John Murphy (Secretary), Mike Blazek (Treasurer), and board members: Chris Carver, Linda Randolph, James Shaw, Sheryl Bergeron, Ryan Pope, Kerry Coughlin, Jim Baker, and Nathan Brandom.  Additional nominations (from volunteers, those of us above have nominated ourselves) for all positions are welcomed at the meeting.  We are missing a  nominee for Activities Chair, and we could always use your ideas as a board member or officer; so if you are motivated to help out in any way, please come to the meeting and volunteer.  

CENLA’S RESPONSE TO HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA

As you are aware, recent natural disasters have affected most of us in one way or another.  Motorsports enthusiasts are known for being helpful and generous to our fellow racers, and in this case, helpful to those of us in need.  Our Board Members and Officers feel that the Club is in a position to offer assistance to those in need, so we have looked for local charities that we may assist.  We’ve selected three: The Louisiana State Troopers’ Association, The Capital Area United Way, and the Navy – Marine Corps Relief Society Hurricane Relief Fund.  Given our relationship with the State Police, we have already donated $250 to the Louisiana State Troopers’ Association and will contribute more from donations and profits from the October 9th autocross.  We also intend to make the last two autocross events of the year charity events, at which we expect to collect another $500 to $1,000 to split between the Navy-Marine Corps Fund and the local United Way.  You can assist us in our efforts by either donating outright to us, or attending an autocross this year.

One of the biggest challenges our Club faces is to help our fellow Club members of Delta Region.  They are struggling in many ways.  Some members have become far too busy handling their own affairs to continue their leadership.  On top of all of this, both of their autocross sites have become filled with displaced victims, military personnel, or other equipment making them unusable.  Nevertheless, Delta members are working to restart activities.  They have asked CENLA to share our site, and we have agreed.  Delta SCCA plans to hold their first autocross since Katrina on Sunday, Nov. 6th at the Louisiana State Police EVO Center.  We are also working with the Lamar-Dixon Facility to possibly have two active autocross sites in the Baton Rouge Area in the near future.

THE CORNER KREWE: Tom Miller
Thanks to everyone who helped at the Grand Bayou #4, otherwise known as the first post Katrina race at No Problem Raceway.  There was a better than expected turnout, with several new cars.  Most unfortunately, quite a few of our racers in New Orleans lost cars, including as many as 10 in one shop near the Super Dome.

One of our Corner Krewe, Bob Jelley, who has decided to have a steering wheel instead of a flag in his hands, was a winning co-driver in Sunday's 2 hour enduro.  Bob, now a Spec Miata driver, was asked to co-drive the Porsche 944 owned by Dr. Steve Bujenovic and was obviously successful.  Incredibly, Bob's first drive in a Porsche 944 was the morning of the race!  

NPR’s next race is November 12 and 13 with the GBRS series on Saturday, and another 2 Hour Enduro on Sunday.  

Come out and help, first timer or not.  It's a lot more exciting than you think!  See you at the races,

Tom Miller     225-751-3819 (home)     225-229-3819 (cell)

The Corner Krewe

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, November 6 – Delta Auto-x, EVO Center

Sunday, November 13 – RR Auto-x, Red River Raceway

Sunday, November 20 – CENLA Autocross, EVO Center

Sunday, December 18 – CENLA Autocross, TBA 

Membership Meeting – Tues., Nov. 1, 7:30 p.m., 

             Café Americain, Jefferson Hwy. at Lobdell 

Board Meeting – Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7:00pm, Lamar 
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Inside this issue:

· 50th Anniversary – CENLA SCCA

· CENLA Autocross – Sunday, November 20th

Registration 4:30-6:00pm – EVO Center off U.S. 61

· General Membership Meeting –  Elections 
Tues., November 1st,  7:30 p.m. – Café Amercain 

· Board Meeting – Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7:00pm, 

Lamar Building, 5551 Corporate Blvd 

· THE CORNER KREWE by Tom Miller 

2005 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE: John R. Smith – 766-8970 

                         smith.john.gayle@cox.net
ASSISTANT R.E.: Greg Wiley – 769-3985


gcwiley@earthlink.net

TREASURER:  Linda Randolph – 337/233-7144  

                          dixiegal1920@aol.com 

SECRETARY:  John Murphy – 344-8801 – 

                         John-Sara-Murphy@worldnet.att.net
ACTIVITY CHAIRMAN: Chris Carver – 225-756-1318 – ccarver@lamar.com
BOARD MEMBERS:

Mike Blazek -  mblazek@bellsouth.net

Chris Carver – 225-756-1318 – ccarver@lamar.com 

Glenn Coughlin – 225-752-5440 – glenn.coughlin@cox.net 

Mitch McNabb, – 225-673-5824 – xpdonuts@etigers.net

Greg Wiley – 225-769-3985 – gcwiley@earthlink.net

Webmasters – 

John East – 225/937-9009 – east@mindless.com
Mike Blazek -  mblazek@bellsouth.net

Newsletter – Gayle & John Smith – 225/766-8970

TLAC Reps:  Jim Baker – 751-7847 – bakerreds@aol.com
 Ron Randolph – 337/233-7444 – oilfieldvalve@aol.com
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING LOCATION:  


We now meet at CAFÉ AMERICAIN located at 7521 Jefferson Highway, phone 225/927-1626.  The restaurant is just off Jefferson Hwy. at the intersection with Lobdell.  The restaurant is in the far left corner of the shopping center on the east side of Lobdell, behind the Burger King.  See you there at 7:30 p.m. 
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